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5 THE  REVOLUTION  OF   1848

DISSATISFACTION with Louis-Philippe and Guizot had spread to
the whole country and even to the king's own sons; but the die-
contented section demanded no more than a limited reform. The
most advanced of them cherished only vague hopes; a single
deputy, Lcdru Rollin, proposed Universal suffrage' as a theoreti-
cal idea, but he did not even draw up a clearly defined project.
The French pubHc was unaware that this system was actually
working in Switzerland and the United States and was being
demanded by the workers of England.

The Revolution of 1848 was not, like that of 1789, the putting
in force of a programme framed by the opposition; it was neither
desired nor foreseen by the nation. It began unexpectedly, arising
out of a demonstration that had been prohibited and as the result
of a riot that the National Guard refused to put down, An acci-
dent converted it into an insurrection, which developed into a
revolution. The insurgents first invaded the residence of the king,
who abdicated, and next the Chamber of Deputies. A Provisional
Government, formed of republican deputies, was set up at the
Hdtel de Ville, where a few journalists joined it, The workers,